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WASHINGTON, Oct, 27..President

Harding'a Birmingham speech, in
which he advocated economic and
political equality, but complete social
divergence for the negro, drew the
f>re of Southern Democrats to-day.
Senator Harrison, of Mississippi, led

off with a statement in which he
»harply criticized the speech, and Sen¬
ator Watson, of Georgia, also objected
to it. On the other hand, Republican
.Senators generally referred to the ad¬
dress in commendatory terms. Sen¬
ator Calder, of New York, called it a

courageous on«% and Senator Edge, of
New Jersey, and others indorsed this
view. Senator Calder said he ap¬
plauded the speech of the President
as "timely and right to the point."
"The negroes should have political

equality, even if it enables them to
elect colored men to the United States
Senate." he added. "We have one
negro in the New York State Assembly
and two on the New York City Board
of Aldermen, and I <»nnot speak too
highly of their services."

Unfortunate, Says Harrison
Senator Harrison authorized this

statement:
"The President's speech was un¬

fortunate, but to have been made in
the heart of the South, where, in many
states the negro population predomi¬
nates, was unfortunate in the extreme.
"Of course, every rational being de¬

sires to see the negro protected in his
life, liberty and property. I believe
in giving him every right under the
law to which he is entitled, but to
encourage the negro, who in some

states, as in my own, exceeds the white
population, to strive through every
political avenue to be placed upon
«-quality with the whites, is a blow to
the white civilization of this country
that will take years to combat.

"If the President's theory is carried
to its ultimate conclusion, namely, that
the black person, either man or woman,
should have full economic and political
rights with the white man and white
woman, then that means that the black
man can strive to become President of
the United States, hold Cabinet posi¬
tions and occupy the highest places of
public trust in the nation. It ineant-
tbat white women should work under
black men in public places, as well as
in all trades and professions. I am
against any such theory because I
know it is impracticable, it is unjust
and it is destructive of the best ideals
of America. Place the negro upon
political and economic equality with the
white man or woman and the friction
between the races will be aggravated.
"The President Í3 right in that the

race question is a national one and
not confined to any one section, and
his unfortunate and mischievous utter¬
ance on the subject will be deprecated
by people in every section of the coun¬
try who believe in the preservation of
white civilization."
Senator Watson, of Georgia, said that

the white people of the South would
not permit either social or political
equality, as it would mean destruction
"of the civilization which our ancestors
handed down to us." He expressed re¬

gret that the President made the Bir¬
mingham speech, said the negro ques¬
tion was Southern and local and simi¬
lar to the Japanese question which is
"vexing the Pacific Coast." He thought
it unfortunate that the President, '"who
did not understand the situation in the
South," should "lecture" the South¬
ern people about treatment of the
negro. He denied there was economic
«discrimination against the negro in
the South and said political equality
"is inseparably connected with social
equality."

Senator Hitchcock, Democrat, of Ne¬
braska, thought the President "right in
principle," but said the race question
could not be solved by argument and
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the President's speech «would not im-
prove the situation.
Senator Spencer Republican, of Mis¬

souri, said: "The President, with char¬
acteristic force and dignity, uttered
in the language of the statesman what
every man who believes in the Consti¬
tution of the United States accepts
wholeheartedly. That the right of citi¬
zens of the United States to vote shall
not be denied or abridged by the
United States or any state on account
of race, color or previous condition
of servitude, is the fundamental law
of the land."
Senator Willis, Republican, of Ohio,

said: "The President's ringing state¬
ment in defense of political and eco¬
nomic equality of individual oppor¬
tunity, with recognition of absolute
divergence in things social and racial,
is as courageous as it is true. The
country will applaud President Har¬
ding'» clearness of statement and
patriotism of purpose."
Senator Heflin, Democrat, of Ala¬

bama, said: "There is no escape from
the conclusion that absolute political
and economic equality between the
white man and the negro means the
wiping out of all color lines in part¬
nerships in business and in the clec-
tion of negroes to office over white
people. Social equality is next door to
such a humiliating and disgraceful pol¬
icy. So far as the South is concerned
we hold to the doctrine that God Al¬
mighty has fixed the limits and bound¬
ary lines between the two races and
no Republican living can improve upon
his handiwork."
Senator McKellar, Democrat, of Ten¬

nessee, said: "It is unfortunate that
the President should have seen fit to
discuss in the very heart of the black
belt the race question on his first trip
South after his election to the Presi-
dency."

America's Big
Stick to Force
ReducedNavies

(Continuad from page ene)

can be any final agreement on arma¬
ment limitation.

In discussing this question with
newspaper men, officials of the Admin-
istration say that both subjects will be
discussed without any special prefer-
ence as to order, and seek to give the
impression that really it does not make

j much difference one way or the other.
Actually, however, every one here
knows that no matter how the conver-
sations may proceed there will be no
names and handsome red and gold
seals attached to any document regard-
ing armament limitation until there is
complete and definite decision and

j agreement, if not satisfaction, on the
Pacific and Far Eastern questions.
Though it is needless to say that the

Japanese have not been advised of
these discussions of the American big
four on this "big stick" in reserve.
the ability of the United States to
carry even heavier armament burdens
if compelled to do so.they have not
overlooked this significant feature of
the situation. Several Japanese in dis-
cussing the conference with the writer
in the last few weeks have alluded to
the obvious greater ability of the
United States to continue the arma-
ment race than either Britain or Japan.| They have a most interesting answer
to it, built on a study of the actions

of the American Congress, not only in
the present session but for many
yearg, reaching back notably to the
attitude of Congress in the trying
period preceding American interven¬
tion in the World War.
The Japanese, in short, believe that

the United States is much more able
than either their own country or Eng¬
land to go on building and maintain¬
ing battle fleets, but they do not be¬
lieve that it will be possible to get a
Congress which would mako the ap¬
propriations.
Which brings up the real reason why

President Harding and Secretary of
the Navy Denby forced through the
naval appropriation bill continuing the
present building program, despite the
violent opposition to it. It explains
also, in part, the desperate resistance
of the President and the Secretary of
War Weeks to the cuts in the size of
the army which Congress forced at the
present session.

This obvious tendency of Congress
to cut military and naval appropria¬
tions despite the wishes of the Ad¬
ministration seriously impaired the
big stick in reserve for forcing inter¬
national agreement on armament limi¬
tation. It soothed the fears of other
powers, that, unless some agreement
should be reached, the United States
might become seized with a desire to
dominate the world by sheer military
strength, and thus lead them to be more
amiable in agreeing to curtail all mili¬
tary preparations.

Admiral Kato Says Japan
is Ready to Reduce Navy
Declares, However, It Will ¡Sot

Curtail an Inch Unless the
Other Powers Do Liketcise
ABOARD STEAMSHIP KASH1MA

MARU, Oct. 27 (By Radio to The As¬
sociated Press)..Japan stands ready
to cut down her navy if the powers
reach an understanding at the forth¬
coming conference at Washington on

i limitation of armament and Far East-
¡em questions, according to Admiral
Tomosaburo Kato, member of the

¡ Japanese delegation to Washington
which is traveling to America aWard
this ship.
The Admiral, who is Japan's Nava]

Minister, made his statement in an ad¬
dress to the passengers aboard.
He declared that although he hac

been criticized as the man responsible
for Japan's ei;!rht-and-eight naval build
ing program, and therefore loath tc
undo his work, nothing wa» furthei
from the truth.
Admiral Kato asserter that his position had been clearly outlined in ar

interview wiven to The Associate«:
Press at Tokio last year, and he mad<the claim that Japan was the first oJ
the_ powers to definitely set a limit tc
which she was willing to cut her nav.\On the other hand, the Japanese dele-
gate said, if no national accord itreached at Washington Japan woulc
not and could not curtail her navjprogram a single inch.
He said that he regarded the ques¬tion of limitation of armament as the

paramount question to be discussed a1Washington, and that the Far Easterrquestions, although important, wer«secondary to the armament problem.
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U. S. Showing
Way to Peace,
Harding Says

'(¦ontlmind from pn« »(it)

deplored the tendency manifested by
some groups to dominate government,
he said, and was determined that his
Administration should never abide such
movements.

Fall Nominates Him Again
At the luncheon at the Druid Hill

Club Secretary Fall nominated Presi¬
dent Harding for a second term when
he said :

"If God in His wisdom allow-* him to
live the present will not be the only
term of Mr. Harding. There will be a

united country in every respect and
you will realize that he is a democrat
aft-»r the type of Grovcr Cleveland."
The President in speaking briefly at

the luncheon said;
"I have been preaching a gospel for

many years. It. is nothing but the
gospel of understanding. We ought to
understand one another throughout the
republic and when we understand we

ought to try to have the world under¬
stand us and we should make effort to
understand the world, and when this
conies, when wo understand, with a
conscience that abides, there will be no
room for conflict or controversy. The
force of the example and the power of
purpose of thir» republic will have its
great influença <»& the course of the
world."

In his speech nt the Grjidy Monu¬
ment the President said in part:

"1 believe it wholly consistent to
preach peace and its triumphs in that
convincing sincerity which an unselfish
nation commands and yet make sure
about our proper defense.
"The other day there came into my

hands a volume of the letters of a

group of eminent Georgians of the
Civil War and reconstruction period. In
the main, they represented the corre¬

spondence of Alexander H. Stephens,
Howell Cobb, Robert Toombs and
Governor Joe Brown. Especially was
I interested in the extensive corre¬
spondence between these Southern lead¬
ers and prominent men of the North,
which was carried on at that period.
It was nothing less than astonishing to
note how little of bitterness, of resent¬
ment, of hatred and recalcitrance was
manifested on either side. They were
all back in the harness, working for
the restoration of their states, their
people, their preserved country. They
held their heads high, had no apologies
to make for the past, but were looking
elear-eyed to the future of indissoluble
union.
"That was the spirit which made re¬

construction, despite bungling and
some exceptional manifestations of
acerbity, on the whole so rapid and
etfective a process when measured by
like incidents in human history. They
wanted to be. taken back into full fel-
lowship.

"It hus seemed to me, many times ¡n
the period since the World War ended,
that the world at large might, well let
us show it the marvel which was

wrought through a reunited and re¬
stored America. Because there was
the will to get down to work, to cease
repinings and regrets, we, have among
us erected here out. of the wreckage
that our war wrought, a country in
which we may fitly take the pride
which every American feels.

"Surely, we will go on, developing
the nationality that has given us faith
and weight and power for the tasks
of the past, knowing there are other
tasks in the future which will demand
the utmost we can contribute to them.
We have learned, along with the rest,
that mankind must go forward or back¬
ward as a whole; it is not to be ex¬

pected that some sectors shall advance
as others retire. Either the race will
advance or it will retrograde; it will
not stand still.

"It has had a tremendous lesson, and
I am one of those who firmly believe
that this lesson will be analyzed,
tested, scrutinized and made to afford
us at last a direction for future effort.

"I believe that every gold-star
mother or maimed veteran will agree
that peace is preferable to war, and
that to train a world in the ways of

peace is better than to prepare it for
War. Ï would not have you iniacon-
strue. I believe it wholly consistent
to preach peace and its triumphB In
that convincing sincerity which an un-

ïelnBh nation commnnds and yet make
sure about our proper defense.
"Manifestly, mankind is disposed to

try that experiment. If, trying it, na¬

tions shall fail, it will bo no fault of
the United States of Americn. We arc

ready to offer a helping hand in the
new path. Wo have tendered our invi¬
tation, and the cordial acceptance
Whißl) has corne from every quarter
leads to earnest hope for good result»,
We Americans have learned the lesson
on both tho national and world scale.
We fought our war of sections und
systems, and decided forever in favor
of peace and unity. Our own expe¬
rience has taught us that we may hope
that a like decision will bo readied by
a world reasoning amid the convictions
which follow in the wake of a tragedy
supreme.

"It should not be needful for me to
repeat that, in whatever contribution
we can mako to the establishment of a
better order, wo shall not surrender
any of our national independence.
America will bo for America first; but
it will never bo a nicrclv -elfish
America, imagining to prosper by the
misfortunes of others. It will stand
for the co-operations, the mutual help¬
fulness, tho wide perceptions which
mankind needs to choer and speed it
on the way to the brighter ind better
realm of peace restored and effective¬
ly assured, of progress resumed, and

righteous aspirations impelling ever

greater achievements and ever higher
attainments."
The Presidential party started to¬

night for Washington, where the spe¬
cial train is due to-morrow morning.
Secretary Weeks has gono to Muscle
Shoal«, Ala.

ATLANTA, Oct. 27 'By The Associ¬
ated Press)..While Governor Hardwick
and prominent business men were

hosts to the President, Secretaries

¡ Weeks and Fall and Senator Under¬
wood at luncheon, Mrs. Harding was

the luncheon guest of Mrs. Lee Ash-
craft, wife of the president of the
Chamber of Commerce. Mayor Key
left a letter of welcome and apology
for the President, explaining that no

had to leave the city earlier in the day
as he had promised to accompany the
Georgia Tech. football team to New
York for its game Saturday with Perm
State.

Jetes to Submit Equality
Issue to Conference

CINCINNATI, Oct. 27.~-In accord¬
ance with a movement initiated in this
city, the Jews of the world, through
representatives, will submit the ques¬
tion of religious equality and racial
prejudice to the coming Washing¬
ton Conference for the Limitation of
Armament. Tho executive committee
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of the Union of Hebrew Congregations,
. meeting in Cincinnati last night, de-
I cided to have a committee of nationally
known Jews appear before the confer¬
ence. Simon Wolf, of Washington,
chairman of the committee on civil
rights of the union and representative
in Washington of tho R'nai B'rith, will
arrange with the State Department for
the appearance of the committee.

In a statement issued by the exe^u-
tive committee it was said there coul 1
be no hope of real world peace unt'I
religious equal'ty had ben established
and racial prejudice eradicated.

WASHINGTON, Oct. 27.-It may be
said authoritatively that, appeals which
have come from Hcbr»«w source.
through Washington representatives
for consideration of questions of racial
equality and religious freedom will not
come before the Washington confer¬
ence. The United States government.
always has held the question of te-

Hgîoa« liberty as a csrdin«SiU code, but that questior 7e*«to be involved i. the ¿¡Z¿ hel* *tivc arm am "cu'-b!Ott of ,,>
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